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The Redemption Project of Washington (RPW) and The RPW Padilla Project
The Redemption Project of Washington (RPW) is a partnership project of the Washington Defender Association (WDA) and the Seattle Clemency Project (SCP), formed in early 2022 following some significant changes to felony sentencing laws. RPW’s mission is to support criminal defense attorneys/teams in resentencing and early release cases and to provide information to incarcerated individuals about changes in the law. The RPW Padilla Project helps individuals who need relief from unconstitutional convictions because they were either not informed or misinformed about the immigration consequences of conviction.  
The Pro Bono Opportunity
The RPW Padilla Project offers a pro bono opportunity by matching volunteer attorneys with individuals in need of legal services to go to court to vacate past convictions, or to work with prosecutors to renegotiate the charges and/or sentences through a “re-plea.” The clients are individuals who received inadequate advice about the immigration consequences of a guilty plea (or forgoing one), and who ended up with a conviction triggering adverse immigration consequences that could have been avoided.  Many of these convictions are decades old, minor, and are now having devastating effects.
You may have seen this recent article about similar work in the Seattle Times, discussing the pardon work of Seattle Clemency Project. Unfortunately, the pardon process is usually slow and just too limited of an avenue of relief to address the need. Very few people get through the process each year.  Some convictions must be vacated because a pardon is not sufficient for immigration purposes. Sometimes a vacate or re-plea makes sense because it’s quicker and easier.  
A significant portion of the work on these cases is done well before any court hearing – talking to the client, obtaining and reviewing documents, applying the law/legal analysis, gathering the mitigation and equities (the life story of the client and their loved ones), and negotiating relief with a prosecutor. 
Well Supported Pro Bono Opportunity
If you accept a case, you will not be alone on this journey. This project is supported with a paralegal who will obtain the necessary documents and includes access to several attorneys with expertise in post-conviction relief in the trial courts who are available for individual case support/assistance.  There are many resources available, including a training manual, CLE materials, and sample pleadings available to you to review and use in these cases. Most of these clients have an immigration attorney handling the immigration defense and providing guidance on the relief needed for the client in the criminal courts. 
Benefits to the Pro Bono Attorney
This is very rewarding work and many criminal defense attorneys can benefit from work on these cases because it aligns with their values, or it can help to balance out the tougher side of criminal defense work. Pro bono attorneys receive free MCLE credits for their pro bono work when providing that work through a qualified legal services provider (QLSP) (Seattle Clemency Project is a QSLP). Attorneys can earn one MCLE credit for every hour of pro bono legal services provided through a QLSP.
Contact Us
If you are interested in learning more or already know you want to help, reach out to us at the RPW Padilla Project.  Contact WDA at 206-623-4321 or email Sarah Hudson by email at sarah@defensenet.org.
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