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Resources and Support for Defenders with Resentencing Cases
March 2025
Following several significant changes to felony sentencing laws in 2020-2021, the Seattle Clemency Project (SCP)  and the Washington Defender Association (WDA) created a partnership pilot project in 2022, the Redemption Project of Washington (RPW), to deliver training and provide support to defense attorneys and team members with resentencing hearings and early release/second look cases. 
RPW resources and support include:
· Outcome data for resentencing hearings.
· “First Mondays” – Resentencing Case Monthly Meet Ups: RPW hosts a monthly meeting to discuss news, changes in the resentencing landscape, pending cases, challenges, and outcomes.  These are held on the first Monday of every month from 4-5 PM, on Zoom. More info and a zoom link can be found here. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk134118184]‘Second Chance” listserv dedicated to resentencing and second look cases, where defense attorneys can ask questions and exchange information, and find resources. Sign up here.
· Defender Resources on the RPW website, including many sample briefs, information sheets and WDA Practice Advisories, found here. 
· Defender Resources and past resentencing trainings on the WDA website including many sample briefs and WDA Practice Advisories, found here (you must be a WDA member to access past training). If you cannot access the publications, please email us directly and we’ll make them available to you by email.
· Training Manuals for Resentencing Cases and Immigration Post-Conviction Relief. 
· Access to Resentencing Resource Attorneys for individual case assistance or consultation.  Our email addresses are below. We can help:
· Analyzing legal issues,
· Developing a case strategy, 
· Investigating and finding mitigation evidence, 
· Identifying and funding experts, 
· Telling the client’s story of transformation and rehabilitation,
· Creating solid reentry and transition plans, and 
· Engaging community support for your client at their hearing
· Access to an RPW Community Outreach Specialist with lived experience of long term incarceration and reentry who can help you:
· Organize and prepare community involvement at the resentencing hearing, 
· Review and interpret DOC records, including testimony at court hearings 
· Understand DOC policies and practices, including testimony at court hearings
· Understand the lived experience of long-term incarceration inside DOC, and 
· Tell the story of transformation during long term confinement. 
· Release planning for individuals who may be eligible for near term or immediate release: RPW staff at WDA and Seattle Clemency can help you find resources and build a solid release plan for any client who may have an early release from resentencing. 
· Immigration advice for non-citizen clients:  WDA provides support for defenders with non-citizen clients to address any immigration implications in a criminal case, including at resentencing. Find more information here or contact Sarah Hudson, WDA Immigration Resource Attorney, sarah@defensenet.org
We have many of these same resources here on the RPW website. 
We look forward to assisting you on your resentencing case.
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