RACIAL BIAS JURY QUESTION

A. Free response questions: (leave sufficient space for answers)

1.  Racial prejudice can take many forms. Tell us about your experiences with racial prejudice or where you have felt labeled.

2. Tell us about experiences you have had with people who are different from you (for example, from a culture other than your own)?

3. Tell us about the most serious incident you or someone close to you ever saw where someone was treated badly because of their race? How did you or that person respond? 

4. Have you ever felt like you were the target of racial prejudice. Tell us about that situation or experience? 

5. Tell us about the last time you heard other people express racially prejudiced beliefs or opinions. How did you or they respond?

6. Describe a particularly meaningful interaction that you or someone close to you have had with someone of another race. 

7. Have you ever had racially prejudiced thoughts about another person, even if those thoughts made you feel uncomfortable or uneasy? 

8. Please tell us about experiences you have had where other people expressed racially prejudiced beliefs or opinions. 

9. How do you feel when someone uses a racial slur or tells a racial joke? 

10. What has been your most memorable experience with a Black person? 

11. When you are sitting at a stoplight and two young Black men approach the crosswalk, do you check to see if your doors are locked? Why do you check? Would you do the same thing if two young white men approached the cross walk? 

12. Do you have any Black friends? If yes, please tell us about them. 

13. How would you feel if a member of your family wanted to marry a Black person?  

14. If your child used a racial slur, what would you tell your child? 

15. Would you be more inclined to believe that a Black police officer would be more likely to commit a crime than a white police officer? Why? 

16. What do you think the Confederate flag symbolizes and how do you feel about renaming monuments to the Confederacy?

17. What is “critical race theory” and why are people so exercised about it?

18. What do you think about DEI?

19. What do you think about Black Lives Matter and All Lives Matter?

20. How might your ability to judge the evidence in the case be affected by the fact that  the plaintiff is Asian American (for example)?

21. What are your thoughts about systemic racism and whether disproportionate incarceration shows that Black persons just commit more crimes?

22. Describe how you feel about immigration enforcement? Do you think there is a link between immigration and crime? What informs your views?

23. What stereotypes have you heard about the (race/gender/national origin/sexual orientation of persons like your client) and do you feel there is any merit to them?

24. What does it mean to “play the race card?” How do you feel about that?

25. What would you do if a fellow juror, during deliberations, were to make a racial slur? Would it matter if the slur was about the [plaintiff/defendant]?

26. If you were a party to a lawsuit and upon entering the courtroom discovered that you were the only [insert your client’s race] there, what would be your thoughts, concerns?

27. What did you think about the implicit bias video? 

28. Is there any other feeling or opinion you have regarding race that you feel you should share with us?



B. Multiple choice questions: Circle the answer that you feel is most true:

1. I would not want my child to marry a (insert race/ethnicity of client) person. 
Strongly agree	 Agree 		Disagree 		Strongly Disagree
2.  I have become angry when I hear negative remarks about (insert race/ethnicity of client) people.
 Strongly agree 	Agree 		Disagree 		Strongly Disagree 
3. (Insert race/ethnicity of client) people are less disciplined than white people. 
Strongly agree 	Agree 		Disagree		 Strongly Disagree 
4. No respectable white woman would ever have consensual sex with a (insert race/ethnicity of client) man. 
Strongly agree	 Agree 		Disagree 		Strongly Disagree 
5. Racial prejudice still exists.
 Strongly agree 	Agree 		Disagree 		Strongly Disagree 
6. There is more racial prejudice today than there was 30 years ago. 
Strongly agree 	Agree 		Disagree 		Strongly Disagree
7. (Insert race/ethnicity of client) people commit more violent crimes per capita than white people.
 Strongly agree	 Agree 		Disagree Strongly 	Disagree 
8. White parents who encourage their children not to marry (insert race/ethnicity of client) people are making a wise choice.
 	Strongly agree 	Agree 		Disagree Strongly 	Disagree 
9. White people are being discriminated against due to affirmative action programs.
 	Strongly agree 	Agree 		Disagree Strongly 	Disagree 
10. (Insert race/ethnicity of client) people use more illegal drugs than white people.

Strongly agree 	Agree 		Disagree Strongly	 Disagree


C. Show of hands technique (follow up with individual jurors)

1. Is racism against Black people a thing of the past?

2. Do affirmative action programs discriminate against Whites?

3. Do Black people commit more crimes per capita than Whites?

4. Have any of you seen an example of racism?

